First Church of Christ in Mansfield
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All the Members, Ministers
Rev. Joseph Blotz, Pastor + Erik Haeger, Organist
Olivia Russell, Worship Circle Coordinator

THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME + JUNE 16, 2024
Chimes and Prelude
Welcome and Greeting
Hymn Joyful Joyful CH2

Confessing our Brokenness and Opening Prayer
Hear these words from Paul's Letter to Ephesians: So then, remember that at one time you
Gentiles by birth, called "the uncircumcision" by those who are called "the circumcision” --a
physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands-- remember that you were at that time
without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were
far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made
both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. He
has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one
new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and might reconcile both groups to God in
one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. So he came and
proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; for through him both
of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but
you are citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the
whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are
built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God

Who do you need to be reconciled with?
Silence
Holy God of Israel, ever present and moving among your people,
draw us near to you, that in place of hostility there may be peace; in place of
loneliness, compassion; in place of aimlessness, direction; and in place of sickness,

healing; through Christ Jesus, in whom you draw near to us. Amen.

Song of Praise Glory to God Paul Vasile


http://www.myfcc.info/
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Gloty to  God, whosegood-ness shines  on me, and to the Son, whosegrace has
end, world with-out  end, A - men. Worldwith-out end, world with - out
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par -doned me, and to the Spir - it, whoselovehas set me free! Asit was inthe be-ginning, s
end, A - men. Worldwithout e - nd, world with-out end, A -men.
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now and ev-er shall be, A - men Worldwith-out men!
Hebrew Scripture 1 Samuel 7:1-14a

Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. Samuel did not see Saul
again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the LORD was sorry that he had made
Saul king over Israel. The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you grieve over Saul? | have rejected him
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; | will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for
| have provided for myself a king among his sons." Samuel said, "How can | go? If Saul hears of it, he will
kill me." And the LORD said, "Take a heifer with you, and say, 'l have come to sacrifice to the LORD.' Invite
Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom |
name to you." Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city
came to meet him trembling, and said, "Do you come peaceably?" He said, "Peaceably; | have come to
sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice." And he sanctified Jesse and
his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, "Surely the
Lord's anointed is now before the LORD." But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance or
on the height of his stature, because | have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they
look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart." Then Jesse called Abinadab, and
made him pass before Samuel. He said, "Neither has the LORD chosen this one." Then Jesse made
Shammah pass by. And he said, "Neither has the LORD chosen this one." Jesse made seven of his sons
pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, "The LORD has not chosen any of these." Samuel said to
Jesse, "Are all your sons here?" And he said, "There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the
sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here." He
sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said,
"Rise and anoint him; for this is the one." Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the
presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward.
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

Psalter Psalm 23: My Shepherd You Supply My Need CH80

Gospel Mark 6:30-34;53-56

Jesus also said, "The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep
and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of
itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once he
goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come." He also said, "With what can we compare the
kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest
of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade." With
many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to them
except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.



Reflection

Call to Prayer Hear Us O Lord Don Besig and Nancy Price
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Hear us, O Lord, as we come now in  prayer, shar -ing our joys, our trou-bles,and our cares.
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Help us, O Lord, to be o-pen to your word, and teach us to put our trust in you.

Prayers of the People and the Prayer of Jesus
Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so that the good news of your
grace may root and grow throughout the world.

Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the depths of the soil to the
highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth to places suffering drought.

Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the ability to regard those under
their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in service to others.

Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to those who call on you. Bless
all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of poverty and homelessness.

Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We dedicate to you the joyful noise that comes from
this place; the cries of children, the melody of voice and instruments, and the songs from our hearts.

Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home with you. We look forward
to that day when we are reunited in your new creation.

Please pray the Prayer of Jesus in whatever language is most comfortable for you.
The following are offered as examples...
Our Father/Mother/Creator,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts/sins/trespasses,
as we forgive our debtors/those who sin/trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Musical Offering
Financial offerings may be placed in the collection plates,
mailed to: First Church of Christ in Mansfield UCC. Box 36. Mansfield Center, CT 06250,
or given online at www.myfcc.info

Doxology
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Praise God from whom all bless -ings flow; Praise God all crea-tures here be low; Praise
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God for all that love has done: Cre - a - tor, Christ and Spi - rit, One. A - men!

Prayer of Dedication
Holy Spirit keep us attuned to the voices around us, to those who need us to be
bearers of your love and compassion; may these gifts we have given help us,
through your church, meet those needs. Amen.

Hymn Just a Closer Walk With Thee CH557
Benediction
The Week Ahead...
Sunday, June 16 10:15am Worship and Worship Circle
Followed by potluck lunch to celebrate our ministry with Pastor Joe
Monday, June 17 10am First Church Leads Worship at St Joe’s
Tuesday, June 18 10:30am First Church Leads Worship at MCNR
Wednesday, June 19 1pm Book Group in Fellowship Hall
Thursday, June 20 12:15pm Contemplative Communion

Sunday, June 23 10:15am Worship and Worship Circle



