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THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER + MAY 5, 2024

Chimes and Prelude

Welcome and Greeting
Alleluial Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia

Hymn Love Divine All Loves Excelling CH517

Confessing our Brokenness and Opening Prayer
Hear these words from the First Letter of John: Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has
been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love
the children of God, when we love God and obey God’s commandments. For the love of God is
this, that we obey God’s commandments. And these commandments are not burdensome, for
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our
faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? This
is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water
and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.

The word “obey” comes from the Latin word “to hear” In this past week, who have we been
listening to and who have we been following?

Silence
Faithful God, make our hearts bold with love for one another. Pour out your Spirit

upon all people, that we may live your justice and sing in praise the new song of
your marvelous victory. Amen.

Song of Praise Glory to God Paul Vasile
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Christian Scripture Acts 10:44-48

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised believers
who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the
Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, "Can anyone
withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" So he
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.

Psalter Psalm 98 CH750

Gospel John 15:9-17

As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will
abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father's commandments and abide in God'’s love. | have said these
things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. This is my commandment,
that you love one another as | have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for
one's friends. You are my friends if you do what | command you. | do not call you servants any longer,
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but | have called you friends, because | have
made known to you everything that | have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but | chose you.
And | appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask
in my name. | am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.

Reflection

Call to Prayer Hear Us O Lord Don Besig and Nancy Price
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Hear us, O Lord, as we come now in prayer, shar -ing our joys, our trou-bles,and our cares.

Help us, O Lord, to be o-pen to your word, and teach us to put our trust in you.

Prayers of the People and the Prayer of Jesus
Please pray the Prayer of Jesus in whatever language is most comfortable for you.
The following are offered as examples...
Our Father/Mother/Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts/sins/trespasses,
as we forgive our debtors/those who sin/trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering Hymn They'll Know We Are Christians By Our Love CH494
Offerings may be placed in the collection plates,
mailed to: First Church of Christ in Mansfield UCC. Box 36. Mansfield Center, CT 06250,
or given online at www.myfcc.info
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Doxology
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God for all that love has done: Cre - a - tor, Christ and Spi - rit, One. A - men!

Prayer of Dedication
Gracious God, through the resurrection of Jesus, you have shown us the power of
life and love. May our offerings reflect the grace we have known and symbolize lives

committed to your service. Amen.

The Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
God is with you.
And also with you.
Open up your hearts.
We open them up to God and one another.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Musical Response Santo Santo Santo Traditional Argentine
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heart knows how to say to you: Ho - ly are you, Lord!
Sharing the Bread and Cup
All are welcome at Christ’s table; we offer non-alcoholic juice and gluten-free bread.
Hymn Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ CH422

Benediction



